THE  APPROACH  TO   MODERN  TIMES

him credit. If he is saved, it is by means of an act of grace in which
his own merit has no part, for God has decided from all eternity
whether each man is to be one of the elect, and therefore saved,
or one of the outcast, or reprobate, and therefore damned. Neither
the elect nor the reprobate can do anything to alter this choice;
the only course left to them is to submit to and adore the divine
will.

From this theological doctrine Calvin drew practical applica-
tions which revolutionized the religious and moral life of all be-
lievers. He retained the essential dogmas of Christianity: the
Incarnation, original sin, the Trinity, and the resurrection; but
in rejecting tradition he at the same time rejected all the doctrines
elaborated by the Fathers of the Church and the medieval doctors,
such as transubstantiation, the intercession of the Virgin and saints,
the treasury of merits, and Purgatory; he condemned the means
prescribed for maintaining the authority of the Church, such as
confession, fasting, and abstinence from meat, as well as most of
the sacraments and almost all feast-days and practices arising out
of the sentiment of believers, such as pilgrimages, relics, images,
ornaments, and the cult of the saints. Since he claimed to pre-
serve none save practices instituted by Christ or the apostles, he
abolished everything he did not find mentioned in the Scriptures,
including bishops, monks, minor orders, and the celibacy of
priests. His reform became a revolution.

JRISE    OF   THE    CALVINIST    CHURCH

If he was to found a real Church, Calvin required a government
determined to impose it upon the people: since he could not find
this in France, his Church was founded in a little French-speaking
town in close proximity to France. Having expelled its bishop,
Geneva had become a small independent republic, under the pro-
tection of the powerful Swiss city of Berne, and Farel, a French
refugee, had recently abolished the Mass there. Happening to
pass through Geneva, Calvin was kept there by Farel, almost in
spite of himself, for the purpose of organizing the Church. The
idea was to return to the Church as it had been in the time of the
apostles, and in the attempt to do so Calvin instituted a new order
in Geneva, differing profoundly from the traditional system in the
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